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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Spring & Summer Camp open to kids 
ages 7-17. Advance reservations 
required. *Ask about our locals discount.*

Combine the beauty of the 
mountains with a complete 

horseback experience 

Horse   Camp 
Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, 

Large Empty Lot Mowing

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
            Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 

Tank Repair & Install 
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

828-389-2206

ALL ABOUT GLASS
Over 30 Years Experience

Hayesville, NC (Above Rib Country)

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet, GMC, Buick •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net
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Warriors...from Page 1A

Dyer...from Page 1A

Union County Deputy EMA Director Richard Jones allocating 
first responder resources during a February training 
exercise.    Photo by Shawn Jarrard

others during real disasters.
One of the reasons the 

new setup works so well is 
because it allows first responders 
in the EOC to clearly map 
out a course of action once 
enough information about an 
emergency is collected and 
properly categorized.

“That was our test, to try 
to get everything set up and 
to follow our procedures to 
be able to go from a reactive 
to a proactive response,” said 
Dyer. “That way we can get a 
handle on it and start moving 
toward making a difference 
instead of just reacting to what’s 
happening to us.”

In the February exercise, 
the  s torm sys tem be ing 
roleplayed had already killed 
a number of individuals on its 
way to Union County.

Heavy rainfall was the 
major concern that day, and 
the EOC worked to collect 
information and organize 
responses to several areas of 
flooding, including a swift 
water rescue involving a car 
swept into the river.

“We’ve had a lot of 
potential disasters and storms 
come through, and we’ve 
opened the EOC up before, 
but now, we’re just trying to 
carve away at all the little 
bitty details about it to make 

us more efficient,” said Dyer. 
“We’re trying to do the best 
we can do.

“So, practice, practice, 
practice. If we can practice 
every bit of these things in a 
scenario, then we’ll be more 
efficient when the real thing 
does happen. It’ll be less having 
to think about things, ‘how do 
I set this up, how do I set that 
up?’

“It’ll already be set up, 
and then we can really focus on 

the problem instead of focusing 
on how we’re operating in 
here. That’s what we’ve been 
working at, and we can always 
improve.”

Dyer said he and his team 
are currently working to plan 
and schedule another exercise 
for the near future, and they’re 
in the process of updating the 
county’s Five-Year Hazard 
Mitigation Plan, to be finalized 
this summer.

Christ-centered men’s group 
whose mission is to restore, 
preserve and protect the God-
given rights and freedoms 
endowed in the Declaration 
of Independence and Bill of 
Rights. This statement can be 

Kurt Hilbish was a key organizer of the Joshua’s Warriors dance on Saturday, and he served 
as DJ for the event.                                                                                               Photo by Mark Smith

Herman Clowney, Jack McKechnie and Gary Ratcliff dressing the part during the ’50, ‘60s 
and ‘70s dance on April 6.                           Photo by Mark Smith

found at www.joshuaswarriors.
org.

“I believe in what they’re 
doing,” said Bob Naegler, who 
attended the event with his wife 
Sherry. “I haven’t found a lot of 
organizations that I’m ready to 

put time into, but this will be 
one of them.”

Added John Babatz, who 
also had a blast at the event, 
“It’s a worthy cause, and any 
kind of discipleship in the body 
of Christ is a beautiful thing.”


